STUCK ON AN 18TAND

“ILlooks so prety oul herel™ 1 said, we were seiting sail now. | was peacefilly

admiring the ocean and the soft breeze until (he ship sudidenly started sinking due Lo
engine failure. It didn'l take too long for the ship Lo starl learing Lo pleces. | slacted to
paniec, and everyvone did Loo..

WANAAAH!" A kid cried,
“WE'RE SINKING!! MAYDAY! MAYDAY! MAYDAYYI" The eaptain velled,
“Mom! Dad! Whal’s happening?!” I yelled.

“I don't know! Just stay safe and GET OUT OF HERE!! AS SOON AS POSSIBLEN"
My mom velled back,

“B-Bul what about you guys?”

E
?J_" j TJUST GO WE'LL BE FINEN™
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a £ While the ship was sinking, | tried to gather as many things as possible. |
e i galhered a pockel knile, a life jacket, a coal, a frst aid kit, and my phone. I could barely
.‘%J qg swim In the deep ocean, just then, I saw land. The problem was, it was probabiy ceally
S0 & faraway. [swan Lo the land, exhausted, and hours later, | found myself on an island.
=) But then, a thought gol 1o me. What happencd Lo my parents, WHAT IF THEY DIEG?
fﬂ} = Tears rolled down my cheeks like rain slowly pouring down a windawsill as [ watched
9.} the ship tear to pieces and sink deeper. Deeper inlo the veean.
=) It won'l be casy Lo go back home, and I koow that for a facl. [ had many

questions, my mind was overflowing with queslions, [ sal quielly on the sand,
wondering what would happen next, mhai feppened to the &id that stabbed the boat,

what happened to the passengers, caplain, and my parents, mondering if they've suvvived or

Hal.



| sal there [or a while, not realizing how much time had passed. [ snapped back
mio reality, [ stood up. tred, and hungry, | looked around, as a gust of wind came by
-and blew the leaves of the trees for food, [ was desperale. As [ walked arounel, [ saw HF‘
cave in the distance. 1 was hesitant, but I made my way in, This may be the worst
decision I've ever made, 1went in; doubiting if T should've went in. Luckily, there were
no animals, so 1 was good. For now. The cave was empty, and dark. There were
feotprints on the Hoors of the cave, animal foolprints. There wasn'l any food there 501
headed oul of the cave. T was walking oul, just as I saw a figure in Lhe distance. 1
looked like an animal of some sorl? D went closer and saw that il was 4. JAGUAR? T ran
as fast I could, faster than 1 ever hiad. Luckily, Lthe jaguar didn’l notice me, or Uhal's
what 1 thought..
Later in Lhe day, [ saw a ship, was [ finally going Lo be free lvom this island? 1
slarled shouting at the top of my lungs and slarted waving my hands in the air so they

pould notice me and perhaps rescue me.

“HELP ME!" PLEASE! [ WANNA GO HOMEE"!" T cried loudly, but then, the whole
sland wenl dead silent, the birds Hew away.

The ship just passed on, not noticing me. I'stood there disappointed. | picked up my
bag and realized my phone was in there. I dialed gn but as expected. there was no
signal, It was getting late and [ started to get tred. |looked around and picked up tree
hranches and sticks to build a tee-pee. Once [ Anished making the tee-pee, Tput a fesw
palm tree leaves inside it Now I have a shelter.

The next dav, I woke up to seagulls sparing through the air, being really loud as il they
were velling at me to wale up. 1 rubbed my eyes and strelched ont my arms helore
retling np. | drank some of the leflover water fvom my bag. | reached inside my bag
and pulled out a hall-eaten sandwich, which 1 didn’t want. Then, 1 realized, [ ate all my
loed earlier—which was only a bag of popcorn. [ looked up at the tall palm trees and
saw coconuls, the only [ood, bul [ couldn't reach it. T shook the tree in hopes that T'H
geb at least 1-3 coconuts. Suddenly, an AVALANGHE of coconuls came down.

“I'swwanted 1 coconut, not a hundred”, T mutlered as a coconut hit iy head and [ [oreol

all about my hunger. :
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1 van my finger through the sand and wrote the words TIELE, | WANT TO GO HOME!
in hopes that some resene team will notice and help me. Tsal down, punning my

fingers through the sand and listening to the palm ree leaves rustle tirongh the wind.
I was finally al peace again.

A fow minutes later, T got up and gol the idea to explore the forest, | picked up
nw bag and wandered around the forest. As | walled arouned the forest, [ saw many
amimals that Tve never seen Liefore. 1t was really cool. | was really enjoying the
surroundings and the cool sights.

“WOAHH, T gasped.

Bul then, | realized that exploring deep inlo the [orest was a bad idea [ didn’t know
where Uo go, where Twas. [ dide't mark Lhe places feoim where T was going. I tried 1o
remember where | came from but 1 ended up walking in circies the whole Lime. | was

in the middle of nowhere, Lhe trees looked the same, in fact. EBVERYTHING looked the
SAIMC.

“HELPPPPI™ [ velled at the top of my lungs, “WHY WON'T ANYONE NOTICE ME!”

| decided to guit yelling so L don't lose iy voice and tried to find my way back (o
the shores. | walked around stll Lrying Lo rétrace my sleps and go back to the shore
but everything looked the same. As 1 Lried to find my way to shore, [ saw many
different creatures, a chameleon, poisoneus frogs, and maore. It was starting to gel lale

anid 1 really had to get to the tee-pee before sundown, But then, T heard a loudl,
familiar,

*ROAAARRRRIILT

it cowldm’'L ave been the FAGLAR rom belorve! Just then, Lsaw a figure in the distance,
the same one [saw vesterday, 1L was the same jaguar aboul to altack me. | ried to
chase it away with my pocket knile while making myszell look bigger with my jacket.
The jaguar ook a few steps closer which made me snxious and wonder what to do. Bul
there was no time; the jagaar let out another roar and 1 had Lo think fast Bul then, |
gaw some sort of bird? The jaguar suddenly pooneed on iU so 1 look the opporbanity Lo



RUNL L did’l care where | would end up, what would happen, ©just ran as fast as my
legs could go. Onee T stapped running, Tlost the jaguar, or that's just shat [ thought,

1 finally found my tee-pee so | grabbed a stick and a rock to make my own spear. I
went to the shore and tried fishing, (hey make it look SO easy in fims and TV shows, in
reality, trusl me. it s’ Alter countless attempls, [eaught my firsl fish.

“Yes! Finally!!™ 1 said.

1 gathered some logs and put my newly caught fish through a slick then sel it down and
tried to starl a fire, 1t took many tries but 1 eventually started my five. Movies make it look
s casy! In reality. I'm strugeling, [Us nol evervday a g vear old gels stuck on an island
alone, I gathered some logs to add more to my hre and cooked my fish. Aller eating my
figh. it wasmt the best, Bul il was okay enough to eat as a meal, | Hnished eating my fish
then tried tothink of ways I could go hame. 1 tried to see il Uiere were any ships, planes,
or helicopters coming so 1 could get attention from them and g0 home—1 saw none. |
loaked around and saw something in the distance, | leaned forward and squinted to see it
closer. thien I saw anolher sorl of fignre. [T that's another jaguar with the one Lhat
targeted me before, Iwill seream, bul its probably my imagination. As 1 was looking
arpund, | flinched when heard a loud

“ROARR!!”

[ quickly looked around Lo see what caused that sound and remembered those Dwo
figures in the distance, maybe il wasn't iy imaginatiorn.,

I quickly hid behind a bush while watching (he jaguars run alter something that
didn™t bother to ook at, Once Lhe jaguar went to a distanee 1 van further, My legs gLarLed
to et sore from all Lhal running so | Look a break and sat down, Alter a few minules, [ got
up and took a deep breath and thought to mysell, *f don't ko swhat to do! f'm lost and 1
{iteratly keeh seeir e seme joguar over and over again! | wroaned as 1 started heading to
the shore. Onee | found the shore, | noticed my tee-pee was destroyed by the wind so
wenl to et some wood Lo make a new one. Alter making another lee=pee (and getting a
[ew cuts an mysell from the sticks), I decided Loowalk around Lhe shoves since 1 hagl
nothing better Lo do at the moment.



| As Lwalked around the shores, 1 noticed thal seme annoying seagulls were snaring
through the sky, squawking as loud as passible: 1 also saw some urlles wandering around
and 1 starled Lo think to mysell thal ‘mavhe this place @508 so had, after all, it g
peacefil—aside from the inguars and seagulls, but, mayhe §eould adapt fo this places’]
thoueht aboul the possihility of adapting Lo tis place and maybe calling it home. Onee |
gol the thought about seeing my family again, some of my thoughts quickly changed. My
guestions started to lead to more questions and started Lo wonder where my Family is., il
my parents are looking for me, what they could pos silily be thinking now Lhal we're
separated {rom each olher, and a lol more.

A FEW HOURS LATER..

1 was finally al peace again and fell.oddly good alout the istand. At least no animal has

destroved me already, phew! As 1.sal on share, T heard something in the dislance COMINE

HELICOPTER!!

1 waved my hands like | was d linatic for the helicopter to notice me and Feould zo home.
| squinted my eves and saw my parents on the plane. Was I finally going fome?!

“ERIKAN I MISSED ¥OUI™ My mom said,
“ME TODOOON™ T responded.

[ ol on the helicopter and flew home wilh the rescue Leam and my parents. [ was Gnally
roing home, wondering what will happen fot my nexl adventine.



