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A Note from the ELEF President  
 
Our annual report is one more way to demonstrate how community donations support exciting initiatives and en-
hanced learning opportunities in the East Lansing Public Schools. Your continued generosity provides students 
from  Pre-Kindergarten through high school with enrichment in S.T.E.A.M., the Arts, literacy, and physical  
activities. Thank you for your gifts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Blair Renfro 
President, ELEF  

Kevin Draggoo 
Draggoo Huber Team, 
Merrill Lynch 

Platinum Business Partners Silver Sponsors  Bronze Sponsors  Our Special Corporate Sponsors 
  
Granger   Coral Gables Restaurant Grand Grillin’ 
Dean Transportation  Grua, Tupper, & Young PLC Jackson National  
Thrun Law Firm     Grand  Traverse Pie Company 

 
Our new home on the web: ELEF.US 

 
In the past year, we have launched a new presence on the internet. Our new home on the web is ELEF.US.   
On this page you can find news and links to our events and happenings, as well as view our reports and profiles of 
our board members and staff. 

SAVE THE DATES  
 
 

Our 18th Annual Awards Dinner and Golf Outing will be held on  
May 17,  2018 at Eagle Eye Golf Club 

 
2nd Annual ELEF Dream for S.T.E.A.M Event 

March 14, 2018—East Lansing High School Student Union—6:00—8:00 pm 
 
 

All of the funds raised from the Annual Awards Dinner and Golf Outing support our General Fund for 
teacher grants! 

Please note our new website! 
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K—5 was awarded $31,753.73 
 
MacDonald Middle School was 
awarded—$4249.99 

 
    High School was awarded—   
    $11,198.79 

ELEF’s 2017 By the Numbers 

Grants totaling $47,202.51 supported reading, writing, math, science, technology and 
the arts in 2017-18  school year.  The largest grant was for $7,824.10 for Raz Kids a  
supplemental reading program for DK— 3  graders in all elementary buildings.   
Grants funded S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) related 
programs and activities.   

Total donors in 2016-
2017—172 
 
Total volunteers in 2016: 
50+ 
 
Total grants awarded: 
$47,202.51 
 
Money raised from  
Annual Golf and Awards  
Dinner:  
$ 15,485.83 (net) 
 
Total guests at Awards 
Dinner: 198 
 
Money raised from the  
tailgate:  $897.40 
 
Money raised from the 
SAT Practice Test:  
$2420.00 
 
Grades impacted by 
grants:  
Pre-K—12 
  
Total endowment funds: 
$1,323,522.38 (as of  
December 31, 2017) 
 
Students who took ELEF 
sponsored SAT Prep—99 
 

Grants by Grade* 

*Grants are competitive and based on applications submitted by  district educators. 



You are an East Lansing education hero! Thank you for donating in 2016—2017 
 
We are honored to recognize the individuals and organizations that financially supported education in East Lansing 
through the ELEF from 1/1/ 2017– 3-1-2018.  If we missed you, we are so sorry.  Let us know! 
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Private Donors 
Nancy Abramson 
Pauline Adams 
Kwafo Adarkwa 
John Addis 
Susan Allis 
Donna and George Anderson 
Pam Andrews 
William Bachmann 
Richard Ball 
Polly and Doug Barr 
Robert and Carolyn Boger 
Christopher and Joan Boylan 
Justin and Jennifer Bricarell 
Patricia and David Brogan 
Robert Brown 
Sally Burroughs 
Claire Byerrum 
Al and Beth Cafagna 
Patricia Campbell and Loyal Weiler 
Judy Campbell 
Scott and Molly Carney 
Richard Carson 
Dorinda Carter Andrews 
Bill and Julie Cawood 
Eleanor Chapin 
Laurie and Dave Chapin 
Jennifer and Delbert Chenault 
Frances and Michael Clark 
Sonja Cornell 
Marlene Cosgrove 
Mary and Eric Crawford 
Patty and Jim Croom 
Tim and Heidi Dempsey 
S W Dittenhofer 
Bruce and Nancy Dunn 
Judy Dunn 
Audrey Durkin 
Jason and Jennifer Early 
Mark Edington 
Virginia and Tony Egnatuk 
Rick and Mindy Emerson 
John and Melissa Endres 

Dolores and Hiram Fitzgerald 
Linda and Dennis Fliehman 
James Forsyth 
Denise Frieder Carr and Tom Carr 
Jacqueline Fuller 
Susan Godfrey 
George and Susan Graeber 
Linda and Leon Gregorian 
Mike Gresens 
Linda Guider Grua and Mark Grua 
Shirley Guider 
Dr. Edmund Hagan 
Helen Hagens 
William Hall and Helen Ross 
Thelma Hansen 
Linda and Kenneth Hanson 

Pete Hasbrook Jr. and Annette Hasbrook 
Linda Hegstrom and Neal Villhauer 
Larry and Mary Hennessey 
Karen and Alan Henry 
Marjorie Hogle 
Donald and Jacqueline Holecek 
Patrick and Cathie Jo Holleran 
Iris and David Horner 
Ted Hull 
Ellen Ives and Colleen Johnson 
Mary Jesse and David Juckett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeffrey Johnson 
Donna and Michael Kaplowitz 
Emalie and Richard Karp 
Elizabeth Keenan and David Houston 
Kevin A Kelly Action Fund 
Elaine and Frank Knox 
Annette and Will Kopachik 
Cynthia Kyle and John Lindstrom 
James and Kathleen Lammers 
Angela Lanczynski 
Mary Ann and John Larzelere 
Doug Lindell 
Margaret Maddock 
 
 
 
 
 

Andrea Magyar 
Rob Marshall 
Pete and Julie Martens 
Bill and Sandra Mason 

Jerry and Joan Mattson 
Jim McClintock 
Ann and Mike McDaniel 
James McDaniel 
Vickie and David McGrain 
David and Nancy McKeague 
Barbara McMillan 
Jonathan and Teri Meeker 
John Melcher and Cindy Herfindahl 
Margaret Metzger 
Nancy and Bob Metzger 
Deanna Meyers 
Norman Miller 
Robert and Shelagh Miller 
Nelson Missbach and Judy Tant 
Jill and David Mittleman 
Melanie Morrison 
Sylvia Morse and Scott Swinton 
Jennifer Nelson 
Sally and James Newton 
Irvin and Christy Nichols 
George and Marilyn Nugent 
Carla O'Gene 
James and Margaret Pestka 
Karen Petersmarck 
Christine Pierce 
Barb and Dave Powers 
Kate and Jeffrey Powers 
Brenda and Steve Ramsby 
Blair and Rebecca Renfro 
John Revitte 
David and Cheryl Ronk 
Ben Ropp 

Bradley and Margaret Ropp 
Michael and Susan Ropp 
Sylvia Rundquist 
Andrea Rutledge 
Thomas and Sheila Schimpf 
Jerry Schuur 
Jim Sellman and David Balas 
Mary Shankland 
Anastasia and Ashton Shortridge 
Brian and Sally Silver 
 
 
 
 

You are an East Lansing education hero! Thank you for donating in 2016—2017 
 
We are honored to recognize the individuals and organizations that financially supported education in East Lansing 
through the ELEF from 1/1/ 2017– 3-1-2018.  If we missed you, we are so sorry.  Let us know! 
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Corporate Donors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jim Smith and Rebecca Grumet  
Christopher and Charlotte Smith 
Suzanne Sontag 
Paul Spata 
Louise Sternberg 
George and Ida Stockman 
Paul Stokstad and Paula Winke 
Jessie Storey-Fry 
Mary Strolle 
Dan and Ruth Stump 
Lisa Swem 
Wendy Sylvester-Rowan 
Bing Tai and Catherine Allen 

Julie G Thomas-Beckett and Rocky  
Ray Beckett 
Susan Topping 
Jane Turner and Elias Strangas 
Bob Ulrich and Patti Oates-Ulrich 
Steve VanNocker and Clare Tanner 
Jim and Amy Wallace 
Roger and Suchitra Webster 
Seann Wilson 
Barbara Zynda 

Clark Construction 
Class of 1959 
Consumers Energy Foundation 

Coral Gables 

Dean Transportation 
District Parent Council 
East Lansing Basketball Club 
East Lansing Woman's Club of East Lansing 
Grand Grillin 
Grand Traverse Pie Company 
Grua, Tupper and Young 
H & H Mobil 
Horizon Bank N.A. 

Jackson National Life Insurance Company 

Kevin Draggoo, Merrill Lynch, Draggoo Huber Team 
Lifetouch 

Michael Peters, D.D.S 
MSU Federal Credit Union 

Sylvan Learning Center 
Thrun Law Firm 

Casey Bain, Marble teacher and students celebrating their ELEF teacher grant! 



East Lansing Educational Foundation 
Endowment Funds Financial Report:  Dec 2017 
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ELEF Funds managed by Capital Region Community Foundation 
 

  
Fund Balance: 
Dec 31, 2017 

  
ELEF Endowment Fund 561,617.77 

ELEF Endowment for Academics 34,916.23 

ELEF Endowment for Arts 40,408.41 

ELEF Endowment for Athletics, Activities and Clubs 6,045.60 

ELEF Endowment for S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering & Math) 22,162.13 

Alumni Association Fund 41,008.25 

Asa and Calder Bromley Memorial Library Fund 27,061.37 

Class of 1963 Fund (General Use) 20,147.11 

Class of 1971 Fund (General Use) 31,571.23 

Corey Cafagna Fund (Special Ed K-12 & ELHS Jazz and Choral Music) 31,278.65 

Discretionary Fund for Professional Development 27,728.14 

Dorothy MacDonald Fund (Orchestral Music) 27,712.21 

Draggoo Family Fund (ELHS Band) 50,017.03 

ELHS Music Directors’ Discretionary Fund 29,715.40 

Jason Wildman Scholarship Fund 67,065.32 

Jodi Piper Bappert Fund (Student Leadership) 26,544.13 

John Ropp Fund (Outside-the-Box Learning) 56,435.60 

Mary Anne Sternberg Marshall Fund (ELHS Theater) 114,937.97 

Sally McClintock Fund (Elementary Music) 34,653.00 

Shrewsbury Sisters – Whitmer Family Fund (Civic Engagement) 27,083.75 

Spartan Village G.L.O.B.A.L. Fund (Global learning opportunities) 13,375.67 
 
Staton Family Endowment (General Use) 

32,037.41 

  
TOTAL: 

  

  
$1,323,522.38 

 

501 Burcham Drive 
East Lansing, MI  48823 

Michele Huisgen,  
ELEF Administrative Assistant  

Phone: 517-333-7439 
michele.huisgen@elps.us 

 
Gary Mescher 

ELEF Development Director 
Phone:  616-481-1273 
gary.mescher@elps.us 

elef.us 

The East Lansing Educational Foundation is a diverse organization pursing excellence and innovation in 
education through community engagement,  strategic partnerships, ongoing fundraising, and effective 
programming. 
   
The East Lansing Educational Foundation supports all ELPS educators and students to excel and innovate 
by collaborating with the community to raise and  distribute financial and in-kind resources.   
 
The ELEF has granted over $600,000 to East Lansing classrooms that provide teachers with innovative and 
supplemental materials to further engage our students in their learning. 

ELEF Board of  
Directors 2017 

 

Blair Renfro, President  
Kwafo Adarkwa 

Dorinda Carter Andrews 
Julie Thomas-Beckett 

Kevin Blair 
Justin Bricarell 
Scott Carney 

Lynsey Clayton 
Mary Crawford 
Tim Dempsey 

Linda Grua 
Keith Hagan 

Andrea Magyar 
 

Nonprofit   
US Postage Paid 
East Lansing, MI 

Permit No.  18 

Two grants supported by your ELEF funds 


